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Charitable Status # 0873919-09

September 16 2009

Honourable Minister Deb Matthews
Minister of Children and Youth Services
56 Wellesley Street West

14™ floor

Toronto ON

MS5S 2S3

The Honourable Deb Matthews:

The Foster Parents Society of Ontario, is concerned that the needs of the children will not be met
as a result of the decision made by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services refusing to fund
the agencies for deficits projected and incurred by the agencies. Ontario’s children in care must
not suffer as a result of possible overspending or a shortfall in operational funds. FPSO
recommends the Ministry of Children and Youth Services fund the deficits this year.

It is acknowledged that the agencies are required to support Kinship out of care families.
However, we understand no funding was ever released for this. Agencies did respond by
providing workers and services for that sector, equivalent to our children in care. The hiring of
staff to support this has resulted in workers/administrative staff in some agencies of one worker
to one child in care. This has impacted the deficit significantly.

FPSO recognizes that a determination of funding with fiscal responsibility must be implemented,
in order for agencies to achieve a balanced budget.

Sincerely,

Cecite Brookes

Cecile Brookes FPSO President
On behalf of the FPSO Board of Directors

CC:

Deputy Minister of Children and Youth Services Judith Wright
Manager of Children Care, Secretariat Gabe Minor

Director of Secretariat Cathy Paul

Director of OACAS Jeanette Lewis

Chairperson of Lac council David Rivard

Premier of Ontario Mr. Dalton McGuinty

Leader of the Progressive Conservative party Mr. Tim Hudak
Leader of the New Democratic Party Ms. Andrea Horwath
Children’s Aid Society Executive Directors

Children’s Aid Society Foster Care Supervisors

Children’s Aid Society Directors of resources

Foster Parent Association/Foster Family Association Presidents
Foster Parent Society of Ontario Directors

Richard Solomon Executive Director Ontario Association Residences Treating Youth
James Mallon President Legal Defense Fund

Office: 1608 BOXWOOD WAY MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L5E 2Y1
TELEPHONE: (905) 271-3608 FAX: (905) 271-1983



